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SUBJECT! Tomments 02 0SI Document Given to J.M. Leise, Chairman, U.S. Side,
US/USSQ Jffn* ”orkin G::uu on the Production of Substances by

The problem in paragraph 2 of the above document merits a respomse. Although
it is correct that members of the U.S. side have not visited Soviet micro-
bvologlcal production facilities, it must be appreciated that the Soviets

ave not bec1 permitted to see U.S. production facilities that ware of
iﬁterest to them. (There have been instances where Russian visitors did
visit some production facilities but were not permitted to see what-they
really wanted to see.) American industry, for proprietary reasons, does
not permit anyone, American or Russian, to view certain of its facilities.
The Soviets have been insisting on a quid pro arrangement. They will. not
show us their complete production facilities if we do not do the same. The
fact that their facilities are under government control while ours are
unlar private control, does not impress them at all.

The Joint Microbiological Vorking Group program is in its initial stages
of operation. An extensive research program has been agreed upon, and in
addition, an extensive information exchange program has been set in motion.
This latter will involve the exchange of annual reports of research done,
the exchange of information at conferences, working visits of postdoctoral
;-rsonnel in each country's laboratories, and inforrmational visits of senior
cientific personnel. Through these means we anticipate learning as much
about the Soviet research projects as they learn about ours.

Cne big advantage in having postdoctorals working in Soviet labs is that
they will become quite familiar with the work being done and with the people
doing the work. However, they will be ekt emely handicapped unless they
learn the Russian language. The Russian "postdoctoral" personnel will

spend equal time in American laboratories and will no doubt be able to

speak and undsrstand English. This does put the U.S. side at a disadvantage.

Since the microbilology program is just getting underway, it is too soon to
cetermine just what information we will get and what information we will not
get. As our cooperative efforts with the Russians continue (and if they
ontinue on a plane of eqLality), we will kncw within a period of two years
whether or not we are obteaining information equal to that which we are giving.
7o the extent possible, all Microbiology Working Group visitors to the USSR
will be alerted as to the information that would be of importance to the
various working group projects. In a society such as the Soviet's where
information is generally restricted, U.S. visitors may not be aware of the
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existence of certain laboratorizs and plants that ‘our scientists should
visit aund pecneps work in.  Should we beccme convinced that the E_{ussiuns
are not ri:espondlng in a macisr equal to our response, we can tien take
appropriate action at that time. '
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